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On the spectrum: The many colors of
Jerusalem on view during white night
Wouldn't it be nice to feel good about the municipality? Wouldn't it be great to pay
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Wouldn't it be nice to feel good about the municipality? Wouldn't it be great
to pay our housing taxes and, maybe, even our parking fines with a smile on
our face? OK, so that may stretching things a little too far. but those of us
who go along to the Spectrum shebang over at city hall on December 19
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may come away with a lingering feel-good luster about the people who run
the Jerusalem

urban facilities and services.
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Spectrum - which the organizers also call White Night, and which was
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thought up by Artsand Culture Department honcho Yoram Braverman kicks off at 8 p.rn. and runs through until 2 a.m. The promo video adds a
titillating subtitle of "the arts takeover of city hall," which ls a pretty succinct
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description of the happening.
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Einat Garnei, head of the municipality's Events Department, is happy with
the moniker. "Of course, Spectrum can have connotations relating to autism.
ButJerusalem is on the spectrum,"

she notes. "lt is on the spectrum of

everything - of religion, on a philosophy of life, on the interface between
East and West, of everything. Jerusalem is located at the meeting point of
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The name of the event also infers an eclectic and polychromic corrective

nrones continue tobe in the news

approach. "This also talks about a sort of spectrum of color, of the
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relationship between art and the municipality, which is perceived as being

as loitering- munition and olher
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very gray and bureaucratic and generic," Garnei says.
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She might have added that, for many of us. city hall is almost solely about
shelling out for services. Garnei and her city hall cohorts were keen to offer
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us the opportunity of adjusting that mindset next week. "lt is specifically in
these places [such as the Collections Department] that we are introducing
artistic, colorful, different content, at night. We hope that the next time you
go there to pay a bill, you'll remember this fun event," Garnei laughs.
The "fun event" takes in a range of workshops, performance, dance,
concerts, exhibitions and parties at all kinds of spots - some very surprising
- across the municipality compound. As the event blurb puts it: "this proves
that it is possible, through creativity and support for art, to turn the
Collections Division into a cultural domain, and the rnayor 's office into a
place for piyutim (liturgical song), the plenurn into a concert hall and the
municipal

parking lot into a giant party location." The live musical

entertainrnent lineup takes in some top class acts, including Arabic muslc
troupe Firqat Al-Nur, and internationally renowned indie band Lola Marsh.

Mayor Moshe Lion appears tobe weil and truly on board the Spectrurn
venture. Not only is he accommodating a piyutirn concert in his own
workplace, he will be joining in the fun hirnself. Apparently, Lion was blessed
with no small amount of talent in the singing department,

and will display

that in the company of a bunch of like-rninded instrurnentalists.

THERE ARE surprises almost everywhere you look in the program, such as
the hands on slot scheduled at the Archives Department, which will be
overseen by artist Ruth Hoff. "This is a sort of memory database," Garnei
explains.

"You go from station to station in the department, and you are

asked about your memories, with Ruth's help."

There will be a bunch of

artists on hand, too, to portray your personal recollections in a rnore
creative format.

The seemingly incongruous setting will also fill a role in the evolving creative
process. "The artists come from different disciplines,

so that will come

across," says Garnei. "And the archives are also a place where all the gifts
given to the various mayors are stored, and Ruth will relate to all that too,"

There is also an intriguing and eminently appropriate exhibition lined up.
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Spectrum may be the harbinger of more, similarly veined, fare further down
the line. We want to open the municipality at different times, to add
different content and show the public a different face," Garnei continues.
"We hope this event becomes a fixture, that it becomes a tradition."

The initiative

is also targeted and two specific categories of Jerusalemites.

"There are two audiences that we want 'to convince' to attend our events municipality

personnel of the various departments, and the general public."

The latter is a given, but why should employees, who spend five days a week
at city hall, need tobe "convinced" to go to the event? Surely they know the
score, from firsthand, long-term range.

l'd missed the point. Garnei was talking about the need to get municipality
staff on board the spirit of the new project. "We want to persuade them that
it is worthwhile and that lt is okay for members of the public to go into their

offices,

and that all will

and the municipality

be weil with that, and that the interface

is welcome
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